Using the Open-Source Challenging Behavior Scale with Children and Adolescents
The OS-CBS is an informant-report measure of severe challenging behavior in children and adolescents. It is intended for clinical or research use with interpretation based on existing knowledge of the psychometric properties of the scale. 
The OS-CBS is a freely-available, open-source measure. The measure was developed by a team of researchers and clinicians with Dr. Thomas Frazier as the lead developer. 
Note: The performance of the OS-CBS may vary in new samples, and no guarantee can be made or implied about performance in any setting. The OS-CBS is not intended to be used to make or inform a psychiatric diagnosis or as a sole measure or piece of information in the development of intervention planning.
Please only use version OS-CBS 220309 print version.pdf and excel scoring file challenging behavior scoring.xlsx.
For any specific questions, please contact Thomas W. Frazier, PhD.

e-mail: tfrazier@jcu.edu
Notes on OS-CBS administration and interpretation:

The OS-CBS is an 18-item instrument that covers five specific content domains (scales): Property Destruction, Aggression, Elopement (wandering), Conduct Problems, and Self-Injury. 
Two reports of the OS-CBS have been published to date. The first report described the initial development and validation of the measure in two samples. Additional manuscripts are in preparation to further examine the psychometric properties of the measure and evaluate sensitivity to change. 
The OS-CBS can be administered repeatedly but administration more frequently than monthly should be conducted carefully, understanding that there are currently no data on test-retest reliability less than one month and the measure may not be sensitive to change in shorter intervals.
The OS-CBS should be completed by a close informant to the identified patient or participant (if used in research). This is most often a parent or close caregiver but can also be grandparents, other relatives, if the informant has close knowledge of the child and their behavior and psychosocial environment (e.g., the family, external support, etc.). Informants can usually complete the measure on their own within 10 minutes. 
The measure uses a problem severity Likert scale – Not at all a problem,
Mild Problem, Moderate Problem, Severe Problem, Very Severe Problem. For each item, scores are transferred using the 1-5 scale to the excel spreadsheet (see attached). These scores are then recoded to a 0 to 4 scale. Item average scores can be computed. In general, item average scores >=1.0 suggest elevated scores and a total OS-CBS score >.70 suggests elevated score relative to neurotypical expectation.
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